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THE WORK OF THE PAST YEAR. 

The College Association work for the year 
1881-82 is almost completed. We are un- 
able at this time to make an exact statement 
of the results, although a general idea of 
what has been accomplished may here be 
presented. Reports have come in from 
nearly every College Association, and we ex- 
pect to hear from the few which have not yet 
reported. The information contained in 
these reports will be compiled and published 
in the Year Book prepared by the Com- 
mittee. 

The work of the year has been characterized 
by unprecedented activity in the organization 
of new College Associations. We began the 
year with about one hundred and fifteen 


Associations, we close it with about one | 


hundred and sixty. Fully one half of the 
Colleges of America including most of the 
older and larger institutions, are now united 


in the work. There being about 60,000 stu- | 
dents in the Colleges, and Associations hav- | 


ing been formed in most of the stronger ones, 
it is safe to say that the work is now 


organized among 40,000 students, 10,000 of | 


whom are connected with it. The possible 
cannot be estimated. 
this result with unbounded gratitude to 
Him who has brought the work up to its 


,borhood of their Colleges and engaging in 


Christian work. Bible Classes have been or- 


/ganized and men have acquired greater 
familiarity with the Christian workers’ Man- 


ual, and a deeper Missionary interest has 


been awakened than has existed in Colleges 
since the time of Mills. Christian students 
have mingled more than ever before with 
Christian business men. 

The members and Secretaries of the Inter. 
national and State Committees have visited 
Colleges and the students have received from 
them practical business like suggestions con- 
cerning methods of work. A far larger num- 
ber of students have attended Conventions 
than in former years, and have carried back 
to their Colleges the stimulating influences 
which these gatherings invariably impart. 

One result of all this organized effort 
demands special notice. Students have 
been so quickened that many revivals of 
religion have occurred in Colleges which 
under God were brought about through 
the agency of the Associations. -Over a 
thousand students are reported as having 


confessed Christ during the year. Surely 


_the Lord has set his seal of approval upon 
results of such an army of organized workers | 


We can only survey | 


present prosperity, being assured that He 


who hath begun so good a work will carry it 
forward to its best developement. 


These Associations have not been merely | 
They are doing the 


organized in name. 
work which our Constitution defines. New 
students have been ‘called out into a public 
acknowledgement of their Christian pro- 
fession. Vigorous prayer-meetings have been 
maintained. The talents of students have 
been increased by going out into the neigh- 





this work. 

Our joy in recounting the successes of 
the year cannot but be saddened as we 
think of the large number of students yet 
unreached by the agencies we have employed, 
or indeed by any other agencies. A majority 
of the College students of America are out 
of Christ. Shall this always continue to be 


so? Shall we not, fellow students, redouble 
our faithfulness and zeal, and return to Col- 
lege next year determined to do every thing 
that can be done toward persuading our un- 
saved companions to accept Him without 
whom their careers, however brilliant in this 
life, will be eternal failures in the life beyond ! 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF 
Doung Men's Christian Associations. 


All Communications for the Cottece BuLierin 
should be addressed to 


L. D. Wisuarp, College Secretary, 
Corner 23d Street and Fourth Avenue, New York. 


lead with eighteen College Associations. 
——o 





Will the Corresponding Secretaries who 
have not yet filled out the blanks issued six 
weeks ago, please do so at once and return 


them to the College Secretary. 
0 








port of the first five years of the Inter-Col- 
legiate work, which will be published in the 
Year Book of the Committee. 
necesito 
The Year Book now in course of prepara- 
tion contains a record of the work accom- 
plished by the International Committee and 
its Secretaries. 
railroad students, German 
young men, commercial travelers, colored 
young men, and the young men of business 
and professional life is so compactly 
presented that an hours reading gives one a 
very definite impression of it all. 
be read by every college student, and can be 
obtained at the office of the Committee, 
cor. 23rd St., and 4th Ave., New York, 
price 25 cents per copy. ‘ 


——_o— — 


PREPARATION FOR THE COMING 
YEAR. 


men, college 


completed. Among other things it is im- 
portant that some preparation be made for 
the coming year. 


next fall is to so present the work to all the 
new students as to induce them to unite 
with it. The most of this work of invita- 
tion will fall to the Committee on Member- 
ship. It would be well for the President of 
the Association, who will be selected at the 
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| week of the next term. 


The close of the year finds Illinois in the | 


The extensive work among 


It should | 


The work of the present year 1s not yet | 


One of the first duties of the Association | 


| last business meeting of this college year, to 


appoint this committee immediately after 


| his election so that they can have a meeting 
| before the session closes, and work out a 
| definite program for the very beginning of 


| the next year. 


The following suggestions 
may prove helpful to the committee. 

In the first place decide to make a thorough 
canvass of the new students during the first 
They should be 
cordially welcomed and invited to identify 


| themselves with the Association as Christians 
if they be such, at the very beginning of 


their college lives. If not Christians they 
should be invited with equal cordiality to 
associate themselves with the Christian stu- 
dents of the college. You can influence 
these men during the early days of their 
college course far more easily than ever 


afterwards. They will long for companion- 


| ship then and avail themselves of the first 


: : , | that is offered. : 
The College Secretary is preparing a re- | 


Again, in order that every student may be 
spoken to, it would be well to have an under- 
standing as to what men each member of the 
committee is to look after. The students can 
be apportioned alphabetically, or according to 
This matter 


their residence in the town. 
can easily be arranged. 

It is very desirable that a meeting of the 
Association be held early in the college year, 
with the purpose of informing the new stu- 
‘dents of the character of the work, and 
securing their union with the society. This 
meeting may be most effective if social in its 
character, and held at the home of some 
member of the Faculty. During the evening 
let the President of the Association call the 
meeting to order for a few moments, briefly 
explain the work, and invite students to join 
'the Association. This will turn the tide of 
| conversation in this direction, and give op- 
| portunity for a great deal of personal work. 

By all means do everything possible to 
lead every student to identify himself early 
and positively with the Christian life of the 
college. 


o-— 
NEW CONVERTS. 
During the past few months there have 
' been hundreds of conversions in colleges 
where Associations exist. 
What can be done to help the young con- 
verts in their new life? Whether their con- 
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version will prove not only a great blessing 
to themselves, but to all with whom they are 


associated depends largely upon us who have | 


had years of experience in the life which 


they have just catered. It is a sorrowful 


fact that in a majority of cases a person’s | 
Christianity does him only about one-tenth | 
as much good as he is capable of deriving | 


from it. 


Fellow students, you who have just become 


Christians, your salvation should put a new | 


aspect upon everything in your practical 
everyday experience. You are now alive 


and should grow steadily and develop surely 


in your new life. 

And we who have been instrumental in 
leading our companions to the cross, are 
expected to help them in their journey to the 
Celestial City. Now what can we do? 

They ought to be nourished with the 
Word. For this reason there should be an 
Association Bible Class. 
take the place of this. I. Peter II: 2. 

They should also be exercised in public 
prayer. Unless they form the habit of tak- 
ing part in the prayer meeting they will not 
long enjoy it. And unless they are urged to 
take part in the meeting they will hesitate to 
do so. It would be wise to have a prayer 
meeting for the converts occasionally, where 
they will feel responsible for the meeting. 

Again they should be advised to unite with 
a church in the college town, if the denomi- 
nation they prefer isrepresented there. It isa 
serious risk to postpone public profession of 
our faith. The College Association is not a 


church, and no one should be allowed to- 


cherish the idea that identification with it 
will obviate the necessity of church mem- 
bership. Indeed a student cannot become 
an active member, that is, a voting, oflice- 
holding member of the College Association, 
until he has united with an evangelical 
church. 

Finally, the new converts should be as- 
signed to some definite kind of work. It is 
taken for granted that we will secure their 
union with the Association. Put them upon 
committees, elect them to offices, appoint 


them to neighborhood work, and keep them | 


occupied with special responsibilities. 


You may be sure of this, if the devil fails | 


to keep them in the world, he will busy him- 


Nothing else can | 


self in making them just as useless as possible 
in the church. If he cannot make of them 
first-rate sinners, he will endeavor to convert 
them into second-rate Christians. 


eee) ae 


COLLEGE ITEMS. 


State Normal School, Terre Havre, 
Inp.—The, Corresponding Secretary furnishes 
some very gratifying information from which 
we clip the following : ‘‘ Our meetings have 
increased wonderfully in interest and attend- 
ance, Before we organized we had a hard 
time to keep up an interest in the prayer- 
meeting, but now we have really enjoyable 
meetings, and every one is ready and anxious 
to take hold and work. The hour we spend 
together on Saturday, is the most precious 
hour of the week.” We have since learned 
that a considerable number of the students 
have been converted. Such a state of activity 
as the Corresponding Secretary reports is sure 
to be followed with such results. 


Yale College, New Haven, Conn.—‘‘One 
of the most encouraging things in Yale at 
present, is the amount of Bible teaching and 
study. Besides what is dope for the Mission 
Schools and in other ways, Prof. Dwight 
teaches a Bible Class in Sheftield for thirty 
minutes every Sunday at’ five o’clock, and 
Prof. Northrop has an audience of nearly two 
hundred on Sunday afternoon in Battell 
Chapel. It has been remarked that times of 
great spiritual refreshing have been times of 
earnest Bible study.” 


State Normal School, WARRENSBURG, 
Mo.—The College Secretary recently spent 
an evening with the students and faculty of 
this institution, presented the work, and 
formed an Association. 


State Normal School, Emporra, Kas.-— 
A Sabbath was recently spent in this Western 
city for the purpose of explaining the work 
to the students of the State Normal School. 
As a result of the visit a large number of 
students united with the Association, and 
entered upon the work with an enthusiasm 
that promises success. 


Lewis College, GLAscow, Mo.—An Asso- 


ciation was organized in this institution dur- 
| ing the past month. 
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McCune Colleg OUISIANA, Mo.—The 
students here he y responded to the pre- 
sentation of the work by immediately form- 
ing an Association. 


State University, Iowa Crry, Iowa.—'‘‘ I 
can now report definite’progress in our work. 
Our Association has lived three months and 
is going to live on indefinitely. We have 
instituted and are carrying on a students 


weekly prayer meeting, meeting at noon in | 


one of the recitation rooms. The attendance 
although small at first has increased until 
the room is filled, and all seem to be profited 
by it. 
religion attend these meetings. 


Many students who do not profess 


Queens University, Kincston, ONTARIO. 


—‘*The work of the Association has been | 


more prosperous this year than formerly. 
The prayer-meeting every Friday afternoon 
has proven a blessing to us, not only refresh- 


ing us spiritually after the week’s work, but | 
more zealous work. 


also promoting more brotherly love for each 
other. 
The work 
no 


morning which is well attended. 
outside of the college 
lacked interest. 


has by 
Services have been held in 


the hospital, jail and house of industry, also | 


two or three prayer-meetings have been con- 
ducted in remote parts of the city. 
missionary meeting has also been 
tained.” 

This is a full report. What this Associa- 
tion does can be done by every one. 


Baldwin University, Berea, Onto.—H. F. | 
Williams, State Secretary of Ohio, accom- 
panied by the College Secretary, recently 
organized an association in this institution. 


German Wallace College, Berea, Onto. 


—QOn the occasion of their visit to Berea, | 


Messrs Williams and Wishard presented the 
work to the students of this college and had 
the pleasure of receiving the first company 
of German students into the Inter-Collegiate 
organization. The work was entered upon 
with such heartiness as leaves no doubt of 
its perpetuity. To our German fellow stu- 
dents we extend a most cordial welcome. 


North Georgia Agricultural College, 
DauHLoNeGA, Ga.—The College Secretary, 
accompanied by Mr. W. Woods White, 


President of the Atlanta Association, recently 





A Bible Class is held every Sabbath | 
means | 


| was a friendly visit of some of its members 


The | 


main- | 
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visited this college and received the students 
into full membership in the Inter-Collegiate 
organization. This college was represented 
at the College Conference which met five 
years ago in Louisville and inaugurated the 
Inter-Collegiate work. 


Methodist College, GAINESVILLE, Ga. — 
An Association has recently been formed in 
this institution. 


Gainesville College, GAINESVILLE, Ga.— 
This college has just organized a Y. M. C. A. 


Western Reserve College, Hupson, Onto. 
—We have the pleasure of announcing an 


| Association at this point. 


Amherst College, AMuERsT, Mass.—The 
revival which began with such power at 
Amherst some time ago, is still going on. 
Several conversions have taken place since 
the opening of the term, and the Christians 
are incited to renewed consecration, and to 
The new Association is 
progressing, and has a large and increasing 
membership. 

One of the first results of its formation, 


to Williams College, which was not only 
thoroughly appreciated by both Associations, 
but resulted in great spiritual good to 
Williams. 

We cannot over-estimate the importance 


of systematic Inter-Collegiate visitation. It 
| is one of the great benefits of International 


organization, that it secures for each Asso- 
ciation the sympathy and co-operation of 
its neighbors. We see no reason why the 


| Associations of neighboring Colleges should 


not visit each other as often as the base ball 
nines, 


Williams College, WILLIAMSTOWN, Mass. 
—There is a deep religious interest at 
Williams and already five or six members of 


| the senior class have decided to enter the 


service of Christ. The work is marked by a 
deep and thoughtful earnestness, with very 
few extra meetings. There is every indi- 
cation that the interest is increasing and that 
the present results are but the beginning of 
an extensive revival. 

Mr. Richard C. Morse of the International 
Committee spent Sunday April 30th, with the 
Williams Association. 





